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WESTERN POWER — STREETLIGHT POLE INCIDENT — MANDURAH 

Statement by Minister for Energy 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Energy) [12.07 pm]: I wish to update the house on an electrical 
incident that occurred in Greenfields last month. While walking to school in March, teenagers Tariq Rowles and 
Chevaunne Bussola received electric shocks from a damaged streetlight. This unfortunate and distressing event 
has been canvassed in media reports and is the subject of an EnergySafety investigation. I understand that Tariq 
and Chevaunne are both on their way to full recovery from the physical injuries sustained, and I praise Tariq’s 
schoolfriends and a doctor who was passing by who attended to the teenagers on the site. Their actions appear to 
have saved a life. 

Western Power is working with EnergySafety on the investigation into the incident. Western Power has finalised 
its own internal investigation and will prepare a report for EnergySafety. It is not usual practice to release the 
details of an electrical incident before EnergySafety has concluded its investigation; however, as Minister for 
Energy I hold the safety of the public to be of the utmost importance and feel that public confidence is best 
served in this situation by providing the house with an update. Tariq, Chevaunne and their families and friends 
deserve to know what happened on that morning in Greenfields. Western Power has briefed me on the key 
findings of its own internal investigation. Having heard Western Power’s view and without pre-empting 
EnergySafety’s findings, I drew the conclusion that Western Power is partly responsible for the injuries 
sustained by Tariq and Chevaunne. I concluded this because, as has been reported, a motor vehicle is understood 
to have damaged a privately owned streetlight. Following notification of the damage, Western Power confirmed 
the streetlight was de-energised. After some weeks, a representative of Western Power, while attempting to 
restore electricity supplies in the area, appears to have inadvertently re-energised that damaged streetlight. 
Western Power’s chief executive officer has expressed to me his deep regret and disappointment in Western 
Power’s contribution to the incident. He has assured me that Western Power is speaking with the families in 
relation to the findings of Western Power’s investigation. 

Western Power has advised me that this incident is not a widespread or systemic issue. Western Power received 
nearly 90 000 priority customer calls in the past five years relating to streetlights and poles. Of those, 
approximately 900 of the calls related to emergency incidents and hazards, with 391 being similar to the initial 
accident in this matter where a streetlight was hit and damaged by a vehicle on 17 October last year. 
Western Power has since inspected each of the 391 sites and confirmed that all the assets in question are 
electrically safe. It is clear from this incident that the overlap between private networks or assets and those 
operated by Western Power needs careful management. In addition to the more than 240 000 streetlights 
managed by Western Power, there are many privately owned streetlights connected to the Western Power 
network. 
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